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ARTS COUNCIL NORWAY
Arts Council Norway is the primary governmental 
organization responsible for the implementation of 
Norwegian cultural policy. Arts Council Norway functions 
as an advisory body to the central government and public 
sector on cultural affairs, and is fully funded by the 
Ministry of Culture.

Arts Council Norway was established in 1965, to 
administer the Norwegian Cultural Fund. Today, the 
Arts Council is responsible for a wide range of tasks and 
functions within the cultural field, including administering 

artists’ grants as well as a number of other funding 
programs. Since 2011, Arts Council Norway has also 
managed governmental initiatives in the museum and 
archive sectors. The Arts Council currently has 125 
employees. 

In 2014, Arts Council Norway provided €140 million in 
funding to the Norwegian cultural sector to support a 
variety of projects and activities in performing and visual 
arts, music, literature, archives, museums and more.
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Begreper  
om barn og kunst

Sigrid Røyseng, Anette Therese Pettersen og Ida Habbestad (red.)

Begreper om barn og kunst er xxxx. 

Studien er et resultat av en forskningssatsing initiert av Kulturrådet. 

kulturradet.no/forskning



RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT  

In order to meet future challenges, and to provide a solid 
platform for decision-making, the Arts Council develops, 
funds and commissions research programs, projects and 
publications. A goal is to examine the existing cultural 
landscape and current trends and changes. Topical 
relevance and the application of sound scientific research 
are central elements of this activity. The R&D work strives 
to be  investigative, non-dogmatic and seeks to involve a 
variety of academic traditions and perspectives.

Arts Council Norway stands at the intersection between 
fields of practice, cultural administration and the academic 
sector. This makes it an especially relevant forum for the 
production and exchange of knowledge. Arts Council 
focuses on information dissemination through delivering 
publications, seminars, conferences and dialogue. The 
R&D department publishes a series of evaluation reports 
and a book series with a wider thematic and theoretical 
scope.
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RESEARCH PROJECTS
ART! POWER!
The Art! Power! project aims to produce new knowledge 
about how power is created and distributed, and how 
power relations are strengthened and weakened in today’s 
Norwegian arts sector. The main themes include “power 
and the autonomy of art” and ”understandings of qual-
ity”. In particular, this project studies the interplay among 
the variety of actors in the field of arts including prac-
titioners, politicians, and financial cultural institutions. 
Four fields of art are examined in a comparative perspec-
tive: performing arts, literature, music and visual art. The 
project is a collaborative between the University of Oslo, 
Telemark University College and  Telemark Research 
Institute. 

LITERATURE IN A DIGITAL ENVIRONMENT
“Literature in a Digital Environment” aims to understand 
how digital technologies are changing literature and the 
literary landscape, both in Norway and internationally.  
The research focuses on relevant and pertinent questions 
such as: Which new literary forms are being established? 
How are questions of identity and the social and political 
consequences of digitization discussed in contemporary 
fiction? And how does the ongoing process of change chal-
lenge our understanding of fundamental concepts such as 
“writer”, “reader” and “literature”? Rather than focusing 
on the book industry, or discussing literature as part of a 
wider field of digital media culture, “Literature in a digital 
environment” examines the aesthetic qualities of literature. 
The project is conducted by an independent researcher. 
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THE HISTORY OF THE ARTS COUNCIL 
In 2015, the Norwegian Arts Council celebrates its 50th 
anniversary. The establishment of the Arts Council was 
probably the single most important initiative in Norwe-
gian cultural policy, in the last century. Its foundation 
transformed cultural life, and helped to increase cultural 
production and consumption radically.  It also created 
a new level of management within cultural policy and 
administration. This serves as the basis for this research 
project which focuses on the history of the Arts Council.  
The research project aims to produce knowledge about 
Norwegian cultural policy and the role the Arts Council 
has played in its development. The research is carried out 
by an independent researcher.  

PERSPECTIVES ON AESTHETIC QUALITY IN THE 
CULTURAL FIELD
This research program aims at raising awareness of, and 
reflecting on, the basis for the evaluation of aesthetic qual-
ity in the cultural field, including literature, music, the 
visual and performing arts, and the museums. How are 
artistic values and aesthetic qualities understood within 
the fields of cultural policy, cultural administration, criti-
cism and the humanities? While encouraging a wide range 
of theoretical perspectives, the research program will help 
shed light on the many different understandings of quality 
in our time, and it will produce a conceptual framework 
for reflecting on the evaluation of quality in the art and 
culture sectors. The program was started in 2014, and will 
involve researchers from various academic institutions.    



ART AND CULTURAL ARENAS
In recent years, there has been significant investment in 
new arenas for art and culture in Norway. At the same 
time, improvements in the physical infrastructure for arts 
and culture, has been paralleled by new ways art is cre-
ated and communicated. New art practices have moved 
out from the theatres and galleries, thereby challenging 
established notions of where art should be on display. 
There has been important cultural-political debate over 
whether these two processes are related to each other. 
These issues are addressed in the research project. Uni 
Research Rokkan Centre is conducting the research. 

THE NORWEGIAN MUSIC AND LITERATURE 
 INDUSTRY
The purpose of this project is to estimate the economic 
value of the Norwegian literature and music industries. 
The data collected for this project intends to shed light on 
how the music and literature industry is developing, and 
to illustrate how different segments have varied over time. 
By providing a time series analysis, it is intended to form 
the basis for future statistical analysis of the music and 
literature sector. One of the main challenges facing this 
project is the development of a data collection methodol-
ogy that can reliably be continued in years to come. The 
project is carried out by Rambøll Management Consult-
ing.



CHURCH MUSIC IN NORWAY
Church music has long traditions in Norway, and has 
become an important part of the Church’s religious mis-
sion. At the same time, Church music has unique aesthetic 
qualities independent of the religious context. The aim of 
this project is to provide knowledge on recent develop-
ments within this musical branch, through exploring both 
organizational and aesthetic conditions for professional 
church music in Norway.  The Telemark Research Institute 
is conducting the research in cooperation with the Norwe-
gian Academy of Music and KIFO.     

EVALUATIONS

The R&D department initiates and commissions evalu-
ations of programs and activities funded by the Arts 
Council. 

CURRENT EVALUATIONS 

• Artist-driven exhibition sites 
• Digital infrastructure for museums
• Documenting contemporary performing arts 
• The Arts Council’s funding programs for the  

literature sector
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